Buzzsaw’s European Beaufighter Campaign



The Beaufighter, built by Bristol Aircraft, had its origins in the Bristol Beaufort twin engined torpedo bomber.  Because the RAF had a requirement for a twin engined, longrange fighter, Bristol decided to redesign its Beaufort, shortening the fuselage, shortening the nose, but keeping the wings essentially the same.


However, when tested, the Beaufighter’s top speed was 25 mph slower than hoped for, and thus its role, as a longrange dayfighter and heavy interceptor, was immediately in doubt.


So when it began to come into service, in September of 1940, with the night bombing blitz of London and other British cities beginning,  the RAF made a decision to convert the Beaufighter to a Nightfighter role.  There was plenty of room in the nose for the new airborne radar, as the fuselage mounted guns were mounted back in the space where the bomb bay existed in the old Beaufort.


In service as a Nightfighter, the Beaufighter was an immediate success, and by the spring of 1941, it had defeated the Luftwaffe nightbombing offensive.  It was later to resume briefly in 1942 and 1944 on Hitler’s orders, but the losses for the German marauders were heavy.  The Beaufighter’s armament of four 20mm Hispano cannon, and six .303 MG’s was capable of blowing a German bomber out of the sky with one burst.


With the faster and more effective Mosquito coming into service, the RAF looked for other roles for the Beaufighter.  One area where it had immediate success was as an maritime attack aircraft.  With the already existing heavy armament, plus additional rockets or torpedoes, the Beaufighter became the bane of German vessels up and down the coast of Europe.
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The Beaufighter also continued in the defensive Nightfighter role, and expanded operations into the offence, patrolling nightly over many areas of occupied Europe, making attacks on German airfields and protecting RAF bombers from German nightfighters.


It also took on the role of night interdiction, attacking German trains and truck convoys moving at night.

The Campaign:


This Campaign is intended to act as an overview of the various types of missions which Beaufighters flew during the war.  In fact, a single Squadron would not fly all of these mission types, rather would be assigned to a single role.  But obviously players would prefer to see more variety.  There is also the fact that often Beaufighters would not encounter targets and many missions were uneventful.


I use No. 176 Squadron RAF for the aircraft ID during this campaign.  No. 176 did fly Beaufighters, but actually did so in the Far East.  However, there are no Squadrons available in PF’s directory which flew Beaufighters in Europe.


Players should make a point of reading the Mission descriptions carefully.  The reccomendations for difficulty settings are designed to increase the immersive nature of the missions, and to increase the player’s enjoyment of them.


Besides the setting specifically mentioned, I would recommend players NOT use the ‘no cockpit’ view, or external views, although they might want to record the missions so they can watch them later to get the full eye candy.  Some of the visual effects, especially at night are quite spectacular.  I also would recommend that in day missions that players use the ‘no icons’ setting, with padlock.  It is crucial that ‘no icons’ be used at night.  Having icons visible will spoil the sense of being in the enviroment.


This campaign requires FB + AE + PF.


Hope people enjoy these missions.  I have worked on them for quite a while to make them challenging and with their share of surprises.  Missions should be played in the number order.


The file should be unzipped into the following folder:

C:\Program Files\Ubi Soft\IL-2 Sturmovik Forgotten Battles\Missions\Single\GB

For those who want an interesting read on Beaufighter Night Intruders, here is a good link:

http://www.btinternet.com/~stephen.robson10/46sqn/46gambut.htm
